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Ah, spring! | love to get up in the morning now. When |
go out in the morning to the garden shed to feed the cat,
| thank the Lord He has made it possible for me to live
here and use His creations to make my little homestead
more beautiful.

In the perennial garden the Snow-in-Summer and the
little yellow Buttercups are in bloom, as well as the
Jacob’s Ladder and Allium. Some of the Irises are in
bloom and the Peonies are just beginning. In the back, the wild Rose is blooming. |
dug it up at my dad’s place many years ago. It was growing in sand and was about 12
inches tall. It is now about four feet tall and spreads by underground runners all over
the garden. Periodically | have to use the spade and cut
off the runners. But, it's one of those plants that you put
up with because it's a one-of-a-kind.

A couple of my favorite flowers for spring and early
summer are Columbine and Iris. | dug up the wild
Columbine in the field. It grows very tall now and drops
a lot of seeds. The other Columbine plants were
purchased here and there.




One problem Columbine have is the leaf miner. Later in the
season you will see where the miner has burrowed through the
leaf between the layers of the leaf. One way to control the miner
Is with the use of a systemic. The systemic is worked into the
soil at the base of the plant. The plant then draws up the
systemic into its system and kills anything that tries to eat it. It's
very effective. But, you have to put it down early as soon as the
plant starts leafing out. Some prefer to pick off the damaged
leaves and dispose of them. | don’t have time to do that, so |
use the systemic. | guess I'm
not considered a “green”
person because | use

herbicides and insecticides, but they sure do save you

time and effort. | only use what | have to and don’t

overdo it.

Another favorite is the iris. | love the texture of the

petals. They resemble satin fabric. | have some iris in

the perennial bed and two smaller areas just for iris. Some of the iris were here when

we moved in. My husband'’s parents lived here and Grandma had some flowers. There
are six different kinds of iris that Grandma had planted.
They tend to be smaller than the newer iris. | have many
varieties including some that are supposed to re-bloom.
They are only a couple years old, and so far have not re-
bloomed, but I'm hoping they will in time. Irises are low
maintenance, and take care of themselves pretty much.
They do need some watering during dry seasons, and
thinning out now and then.

My two little Iris beds are in an area that is getting less sun as time goes by because
they are on the north side of the evergreen trees. The trees are getting taller and so
shed more shade. | dread the thought of moving them. Where? The only place to move
them would be the “outback.” That's my back, back yard. It's sandy there and the soil
would need to be enriched. It would also be a lot of back breaking work to make new
beds for them, but it may have to happen. Sigh. If | do move them, that would free up
the old Iris beds for some new plants! That may be an incentive to move them so that |
can try some new shade plants. It seems gardening perpetuates itself, doesn’t it?

To read the rest of Aunt Dots gardening advice, be sure to see the next issue of Ruby
for Women, available the first week of May, 2010!




